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Tertiary Career Conference (TCC) is a youth initiative that aims to promote 

early career preparation through the conferences that will be held. By inviting 

current professionals to speak and network with the students, participants who are 

mainly tertiary students will be exposed to the varied career possibilities they can 

explore within the specific field of study as well as be inspired to think and plan their 

future career paths. 

 

Our theme for this year TCC Natural Sciences is ‘Beyond Research' covering both 

research and non-research related careers in Natural Sciences (Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics). Participants can look forward to listening to talks from professionals 

from the five different sectors: Academia, Entrepreneurship, Healthcare, 

Government and Industry. This year, we have invited 19 professionals to share 

about their career journey, the interdisciplinary aspects required, identify skill sets 

and attitude that are essential for students to thrive in science-related careers. Other 

topics would include the following: how to find your passion, the importance of 

networking, transition from student to professional life, challenges faced, work life 

balance, career cross switch, and how to stay relevant in the field. 
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Speaker Profiles 

Dr Asyifah Rashid 

Assistant Director (Policy Officer) 

 

 

Dr Filza Aslam 

Medical Science Liaison  

 

 

Dr Asyifah Rashid is an assistant director and a policy officer 

at Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) in the energy 

division. Dr Asyifah obtained her BSc with honours in 

medicinal chemistry from Nanyang Technological 

University (NTU). Subsequently, she completed her PhD in 

medicinal and natural products chemistry in a joint PhD 

programme between NTU and Imperial College London.  

Prior to her current role at MTI, she was working as a 

medicinal chemist at NTU and subsequently as a public 

research administrator at Agency for Science Technology 

and Research (A*STAR) in the Biomedical Research 

Council. In A*STAR, she oversees the biomedical research 

administration process and the development of the drug 

discovery and development ecosystem in Singapore. 

She actively volunteers in grassroots organisations under 

People’s Association. Currently, she is a Vice Chairman of 

Jurong Green Community Club Management Committee and 

Secretary for Jurong Green Citizens’ Consultative 

Committee.   

 

Dr Filza Aslam is a medical science liaison at Perspectum 

Diagnostics. She obtained her BSc with honours in 

Chemistry with Green Chemistry specialisation from NTU. 

Subsequently, she completed her PhD in Organic Chemistry 

and Medicinal chemistry in an Industrial PhD programme at 

NTU supported by Economic Development Board in 

collaboration with Novartis Institute for Tropical Diseases. 

Prior to her current role at Perspectum Diagnostics, she was 

working as an analyst/ medical writer at Costello Medical. 

She was also a research associate at FORMA therapeutics 

and a Scientific Associate at Novartis prior to her PhD 

studies. 

A mother of two children, she is also a co-founder of the 

Women in life Sciences/ Healthcare Circle at Lean In 

Singapore, a non-profit organisation which connects 

extraordinary women of Singapore to encourage each other 

to 'lean in'.  
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Dr Rufaihah Abdul Jalil 

Assistant Professor  

 

 

Dr Siti Shahera Anwar 

APAC Scientific Engagement Liaison (Beauty)  

 

 

Dr Rufaihah Abdul Jalil is an Assistant Professor at the 

Department of Surgery, NUS. Dr Rufaihah obtained her BSc 

with honours in Applied Science, Biotechnology and 

completed her PhD in Stem Cell and Endothelial Biology in 

National University of Singapore (NUS).  

Prior to her current job role, she was working as a research 

fellow at the Bioengineering faculty and subsequently, 

received a fellowship to further her postdoctoral studies at 

Stanford School of Medicine in California. 

A mother of three daughters as well as the founder of 

Granada Academy, she sets up an initiative to bridge the 

Malay/Muslim-science disconnect as well as to inspire 

Malay/Muslim children and youth to consider a future in 

science and engineering. She is also a member of MUIS 

Council and actively contributes to the research and 

discourses on life sciences, medicine, and Islamic bioethics 

at the Fatwa Council and the Office of Mufti.  

and Secretary for Jurong Green Citizens’ Consultative 

Committee.   

 

Dr Siti Shahera Anwar is a Scientific Engagement liaison at 

Johnson & Johnson. An alumnus of Republic Polytechnic, 

she obtained her BSc with honours in Biomedical Science 

from Monash University. Subsequently, she was awarded an 

A*STAR scholarship to pursue her PhD studies in 

Regenerative Medicine at NUS. 

Prior to her current role, she was a research officer at the 

Institute of Medical Biology and Hudson Institute of Medical 

Research. Apart from research, she was also an Academic 

Associate at Republic Polytechnic and a Patent Scientist for 

a first-tier intellectual property law firm. 

She is a proud mother of one and loves to contribute back to 

the society through various science-related activities. 
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Dr Abdul Razak Chanbasha 

Technical Director 

 

Muhammad Khairul Rusydi  

Co-founder & Chief Executive Officer  

 

 

Dr Abdul Razak Chanbasha is a technical director at ARC 

Sciences Pte Ltd. He graduated with a PhD in Physics and a 

Bachelor of Science in Chemistry and Economics from 

NUS. 

Dr Razak actively contributes to the development of the 

community as a Director of the Centre for Research on 

Islamic and Malay Affairs (RIMA) and as a member of the 

MUIS Council.  

 

Mr Khairul Rusydi is the co-founder and CEO of 

Reactor, an educational technology start-up which 

conducts entrepreneurship courses and training. A 

seasoned entrepreneur, Mr Khairul was exposed to 

entrepreneurship at a relatively young age - when he was 

pursuing his Bachelor of Science at NTU. Mr Khairul 

then steadily gained experience to become one of the 

most influential up-and-coming entrepreneurs – was a 

Junior National Delegate for the World 

Entrepreneurship Forum and was specially mentioned 

during the Prime Minister National Day Rally in 2018 

for his entrepreneurial mentorship in inspiring future 

budding entrepreneurs. Besides running his company, 

Mr Khairul currently holds other positions such as being 

a panelist for the SG Youth Plan Panel which comprises 

of a group of diverse and passionate influencers, leaders 

and entrepreneurs that engage Singaporean youths to 

build SG2025 as well as a Board Member of SCAPE. 
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Muhd Shamir Abdul Rahim  

Founder & Chief Executive Officer  

 

Dr Siti Nurhanna Riduan 

Research Scientist  

Mr Shamir Rahim is the founder and CEO of 

VersaFleet, a transport management start-up. An 

alumnus of NUS Life Sciences, Mr Shamir pursued his 

honours degree and Masters before transitioning to the 

industry to pursue his passion in entrepreneurship, in 

which he garnered vast experience in the field and has 

various accomplishments under his belt such as being 

awarded the Young Entrepreneur of the Year in 2016 as 

well as being listed in the acclaimed Prestige 40 under 

40 in 2018, in recognising his entrepreneurship start-up 

achievements. Mr Shamir also hold numerous positions 

– being the former Director of Association of Muslim 

Professionals (AMP) as well as the former President of 

Singapore Malay Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(SMCCI) and was also a member of Singapore Business 

Federation. 

Dr Siti Nurhanna is a Research Scientist at Institute of 

Bioengineering & Nanotechnology (IBN), A*STAR. She 

obtained her B.Sc. in Applied Chemistry from NUS. She was 

awarded the A*STAR scholarship to pursue her PhD studies 

in Chemistry.  

Prior to her current role, she was a Research Officer and 

Postdoctoral Fellow at IBN. She was granted an A*STAR 

International Fellowship to further her postdoctoral studies at 

California Institute of Technology.  

She actively volunteers in science outreach programme.  She 

was awarded the Outstanding Youth Research Programme 

Mentor, a programme where she supervised research 

performed by undergraduates and polytechnic students.  
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Professionals for Networking/ Human Libraries 

Professionals for networking 

Academia/ Education Entrepreneurship Government  Healthcare Industry 

Dr Rufaihah Abdul Jalil 
Muhammad 

Khairul Rusydi 
Dr Asyifah Rashid Maryam Yasin 

Dr AB Razak 
Chanbasha 

Dr Siti Nurhanna Riduan 

Muhd Shamir 
Abdul Rahim 

Nur Khairiana 
Mohamad Malek 

Nur' Redhayannni Md 
Khatib 

Dr Filza Aslam 

Rima Melissa Mahmud 
Nurul 'Ain Bte 

Mohamed Komari 
Dr Khairunnisa Abdul 

Ghaffar 

Siti Maryam Jameelah 

Shafiqah Abdullah Dr Siti Shahera Anwar 

Siti Nurhana Abdul 
Karim 

Muhammad Saifullah 
Jumari 

Nur Izzati Soonaan 

 

Academia/ Education 

 

Rima Melissa Mahmud 

Science Educator, Science Centre Singapore 

 

 

Siti Maryam Jameelah 

Research Associate, NTU 

 

 

Rima Melissa is a Science Educator (Gallery Programmes) in which she 

mainly conducts science outreach programmes, demonstrations and tours 

for the general public. Her passion for Science allowed her to pursue her 

Bachelor of Science (Major in Physics) at NUS as well as her Master of 

Science at Australian National University. 

Maryam Jameelah is a Research Associate in Structural Biology at NTU. 

A proud alumnus of Madrasah Al-Irsyad Al-Islamiah, her passion in the 

life sciences drives her to pursue her Diploma in Molecular 

Biotechnology at Nanyang Polytechnic. She continued to pursue her 

degree at Bradford University, before pursuing a career in science 

education and research in which she has worked in various institutions 

such as MOE, National Cancer Centre, NUS and A*STAR. She 

completed her Master’s degree at NTU while working as a researcher in 

A*STAR and NUS. 
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Government 

Nur Khairiana Mohamad Malek 

Senior Parks Manager, National Parks Board 

  

Healthcare 

Maryam Yasin 

 Executive-IRB analyst (Ethics), National Healthcare group 

 

Nur' Redhayanni Md Khatib 

 Histology Technologist, Parkway Lab 

 

 

Khairiana is a Senior Parks Manager at National Parks Board (NParks) in 

which she has been in the organization for eight years. An alumnus of 

NUS Life Sciences (Biomedical Science), Khairiana was part of the 

University Scholars Programme (USP). An advocate of environmental 

conservation, Khairiana is the co-founder of FiTree. She was also an Exco 

of APEX Mentors which serves to empower madrasah students. 

 

Maryam Yasin is an Institutional Review Board (IRB) Analyst at National 

Healthcare group. She reviews studies to ensure that the safety, well-being 

and the rights of patients are safeguarded. A proud alumnus of Temasek 

Polytechnic, her passion in science drives her to pursue BSc degree in 

Pharmacology and Physiology at University of Manchester and Master’s 

degree in King College London in Clinical Pharmacology. Previously, she 

was working as a Clinical Research Officer at A*STAR and a Consultant 

at Aesculape CRO Pte Ltd.  

Nur' Redhayanni is a Histology Technologist at Parkway Lab. She 

graduated from NUS with a Bachelor of Science (Major in Life 

Science/Minor in Medical Physics), and is an alumnus of NUS High. She 

plays a crucial role in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases by preparing 

body tissue samples for microscopic examination. Much of the work of a 

histotech requires precision and excellent hand-eye coordination, along 

with a high degree of patience and meticulousness. 
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Nurul 'Ain Bte Mohamed Komari  

 Assistant Senior Speech Therapist, THK Therapy Services 

 

 

 

Shafiqah Abdullah 

Diagnostic Radiographer, Changi General Hospital 

 

 

Siti Nurhana Abdul Karim 

Pharmacist, Tan Tock Seng Hospital 

 

 

 

Nurul ‘Ain is an Assistant Senior Speech Therapist at Thye Hua Kwan 

(THK) Therapy Services. She obtained her BSc degree in Biomedical 

Sciences from NUS and pursued her Master’s in Speech Language 

Pathology.  

Shafiqah has been working as a Diagnostic Radiographer at Changi 

General Hospital for 4 years. She did her Diploma in Diagnostic 

Radiography at Nanyang Polytechnic and obtained a BSc in Radiographic 

Studies at London South Bank University.   

Siti Nurhana is a Senior Pharmacist at Tan Tock Sen Hospital (TTSH). 

She has been working at TTSH for 7 years. She completed her BSc in 

Pharmacy at NUS and is currently pursuing her Master’s in Clinical 

Pharmacy at Queen's Belfast University. 
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Industry 

Dr Khairunnisa Abdul Ghaffar  

 Scientist (Global Product Stewardship), Procter & Gamble 

 

Muhammad Saifullah bin Jumari 

 Graduate Software Engineer, Dyson 

 

Nur Izzati Soonaan 

Scientific Project Manager, SPRIM 

 

 

 

Dr Khairunnisa is a Scientist under the Global Product Stewardship at 

Procter & Gamble where she manages projects and regulatory affairs. An 

alumnus of Temasek Polytechnic, she pursued BSc in Biomedical 

Sciences and Biochemistry at University of Queensland and did her PhD 

in Pharmaceutical Sciences at the same university. Previously, she worked 

as a research fellow at SIgN, A*STAR. 

Saifullah is a Graduate Software Engineer (Robotics) at Dyson in which 

he is working on robotic behaviour software as well as developing 

software features for robotic vacuum cleaner and future robot products. 

An alumnus of NUS, Saifullah graduated with a Bachelor of Science 

(Physics), receiving Honours with Highest Distinction. In addition, his 

passion and talent in Science allowed him to be in the Special Programme 

in Science at NUS, a programme catered for students with very high 

aptitude in science. 

Nur Izzati is a Scientific Project Manager at SPRIM Asia Pacific. She 

graduated from NUS with a Bachelor in Life Sciences (Molecular 

Biology) before continuing her Master’s degree at University of 

Queensland. She has worked in various research institutions, as well as 

industries such as Lonza Biologics in which she was a Process Document 

Specialist as well as a Research Officer at A*STAR. She also worked at 

the Centre for Biomedical Ethics in NUS whereby she focused on 

Bioethics education programmes. 
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We understand that networking can be a very daunting task for most of us. However, it is crucial to network 

in order to expand our social circle. Networking helps us in our career development – through job or 

internship opportunities that may be presented. At the same time, it allows us to be connected to 

professionals in the community who can be our mentors. Here are some simple steps for you to follow and 

start networking! 

1. Plan Ahead! 

a. Look through the list of professionals who will be present prior to the networking event. 

b. Identify the professionals whom you would be interested to network with and prepare questions to ask 

them. 

2. During Networking 

a. Introduce yourself (your name, organisation/ school you are from, what are you currently doing and your 

interest). 

b. Ask the professionals questions regarding: 

i. Jobscope, their roles and responsibilities 

ii. Skillsets required 

iii. Education background, their student life 

iv. How they get their job and challenges in job hunting 

v. Challenges they face in their job 

vi. Available internship opportunities 

vii. Work-life balance 

3. End of Networking 

a. Exchange contacts: ask for their business card, email contact or add them on LinkedIn 

4. Follow up 

a. Send an email or message to thank them for the opportunity to talk to them 

b. Ask them if they would be available to have a chat with you if you still have other enquiries. 

Networking is a skill that can be learn through practice. It may be difficult to start at first but once you start 

networking, you will gain the momentum to continue to be good at it. 

Practice makes perfect. All the best!  
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Glints is the #1 recruitment platform in Asia helping companies build successful teams with young talent. Their 

mission is to help companies hire the right young talent effectively, and for young people to discover and 

develop careers they love. Find your next internships and jobs on this new and innovative website. 

https://glints.com/sg 

 

Are you are interested in working in the government sector or just curious about how the various ministries 

run? Join internship@gov to experience firsthand what it is like being a civil servant. Explore internship positions 

with public agencies in the link below. 

https://www.careers.gov.sg/internships@gov 

 

The ATTACH AND TRAIN PROGRAMME FOR BIOLOGICS MANUFACTURING (AnT Biologics) is a manpower talent 

development programme aims at building up a pipeline of skilled manpower for Singapore's biologics 

manufacturing industry. This programme is jointly supported by the Workforce Singapore (WSG), Singapore 

Polytechnic (SP) and Temasek Polytechnic. Trainees undergo 262 hours of training leading to Certificate in 

Attach and Train for Biologics Manufacturing and 18-21 months of structured on-the-job training (OJT) with 

leading biologics companies to deepen their technical competencies and work skills. Trainees who successfully 

complete the programme are highly sought after as the biopharmaceutical industry in Singapore is rapidly 

growing and expanding. 

Singapore Poly 

https://www.sp.edu.sg/pace/courses/course-type/workplace-

oriented/attach_and_train_programme_for_biologics_manufacturing 

 

Temasek Poly 

https://www.tp.edu.sg/courses/part-time-courses/attach-and-train-(ant)-programme-for-biologics-

manufacturing#tab1 

 

MySkillsFuture is a one-stop online portal that enables Singaporeans to chart their own career and lifelong 

learning pathways, through access to industry information and tools to search for training programmes to 

broaden and deepen skills.  

https://www.skillsfuture.sg/myskillsfuture 

 

https://glints.com/sg
https://www.careers.gov.sg/internships@gov
https://www.sp.edu.sg/pace/courses/course-type/workplace-oriented/attach_and_train_programme_for_biologics_manufacturing
https://www.sp.edu.sg/pace/courses/course-type/workplace-oriented/attach_and_train_programme_for_biologics_manufacturing
https://www.tp.edu.sg/courses/part-time-courses/attach-and-train-(ant)-programme-for-biologics-manufacturing#tab1
https://www.tp.edu.sg/courses/part-time-courses/attach-and-train-(ant)-programme-for-biologics-manufacturing#tab1
https://www.skillsfuture.sg/myskillsfuture
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